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2018 Mercurey “La Framboisière”
 (a monopole of Domaine Faiveley). Very fresh and markedly ripe aromas feature notes of cassis and poached plum with background traces of 
black cherry and anise. The round, delicious and fleshy medium weight flavors possess reasonably good vibrancy while delivering fine length on 
the beautifully layered finale where the only nit is a touch of warmth. This is really very good for what it is and worth checking out for both quality 
and value. (89)

2018 Mercurey 1er Cru “Clos des Myglands”
(a monopole of Domaine Faiveley). A mild touch of reduction blurs the detail but the fruit is clearly ripe. Otherwise there is a highly seductive 
mouthfeel to the solidly concentrated middle weight flavors that possess even better depth on the more structured and slightly rustic finale. This 
is blessed with plenty of dry extract and is very promising for improving over the mid-term. Recommended for value. (89-91)

2018 Chambolle-Musigny
(from a purchase of fruit). Firm reduction flattens the fruit at present. More interesting are the sleek and intense mid-palate of the medium-bodied 
flavors that contrasts markedly with the dusty and slightly raspy finish that brings the length up a bit short. This may well right itself once it’s 
bottled but for now it’s somewhat awkward. (87-89)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes
(from approximately 20 different climats). Once again there is just enough reduction to push the fruit to the background but not so much to 
completely mask the earth and sauvage nuances. The rich, full-bodied and solidly concentrated flavors possess a suave and caressing mouthfeel 
while exhibiting better balance on the only mildly rustic finale. This is quite good for its level and worth considering. (88-91)

2018 Volnay 1er Cru “Frémiets”
Ripe but agreeably fresh and pretty aromas feature notes of plum, dark pinot, spice and wafting violet scents. The super-sleek, intense and refined 
middle weight flavors possess excellent delineation on the refreshingly saline-inflected, firm and very serious finish that is complex, long and 
youthfully austere. Patience advised. (90-92)

2018 Nuits St. Georges  1er Cru “Les Damodes”
This too is quite firmly reduced and nothing escapes the funk today. More interesting are the energetic medium-bodied flavors that are caressing 
yet focused with firm supporting tannins that are slightly grippy and chewy yet not so much that they cut the finish short though or render the 
finish unduly rustic. (89-92)

2018 Nuits St. Georges 1er Cru “Les St. Georges”
Once again, reduction dominates the fruit at present. The surprisingly supple mid-palate of the caressing medium-bodied flavors contrasts with 
the mineral-inflected, firm and very serious finish where a touch of warmth emerges. This is unapologetically built to age yet the suppleness of 
the mid-palate should allow it to be enjoyed a bit earlier than usual. Good stuff provided you’re prepared to cellar it for at least a few years first. 
(91-93)

2018 Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru “Les Amoureuses”
(vinified with approximately 25% whole clusters). A very ripe yet not roasted nose offers up notes of poached plum, sandalwood, exotic tea and 
plenty of floral influences that include violet and rose petal among others. The sleek, juicy and well-delineated middle weight flavors brim with 
minerality that adds a certain lift to the equally firm, serious and ever-so-mildly warm finale. This too is going to require at least some patience. 
(91-93)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru “Clos des Issarts”
(a .61 ha monopole of the Domaine). Soft wood sets off the floral-inflected nose of mostly red and dark currant aromas that possess background 
wisps of the sauvage and floral hints. The supple and rounded flavors possess an almost gentle mouthfeel that exhibit reasonably good depth and 
persistence on the firm but not hard finish. This is not particularly dense or powerful which should permit it to drink well earlier on. (90-92)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru “Lavaux St. Jacques”
A cooler and more restrained nose speaks of essence of red cherry, black raspberry and an abundance of sauvage and forest floor elements. There 
is better volume and intensity to the bigger and more imposingly-scaled flavors that are also more obviously mineral-inflected on the dusty, grippy 
and even slightly chewy finish. Patience strongly advised. (90-93)
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2018 Gevrey-Chambertin “Les Cazetiers”
(from a huge 3.96 ha parcel). This is very Gevrey in character with plenty of sauvage, freshly turned earth, forest floor and brooding wild dark 
berry and cassis scents. There is fine richness to the concentrated, powerful and full-bodied flavors that exhibit a subtle minerality on the modera-
tely austere and impressively long and slightly grippy finale. (90-93)

2018 Echézeaux – En Orveaux
A discreet application of wood easily allows the markedly spice aromas of various ripe dark berries, poached plum and exotic tea to be appre-
ciated. There is both good energy and richness to the bigger and slightly more powerful medium-bodied flavors that are shaped by notably firm 
but fine-grained tannins, all wrapped in a gorgeously complex and sneaky long finish. This is terrific and the natural coolness of En Orveaux is a 
big plus in 2018. (93-95)

2018 Clos de Vougeot
(blended from 3 separate parcels). Here the aromatic profile is completely different with its relatively elegant and high-toned nose that consists of 
red cherry, raspberry, soft earth and humus scents that are trimmed in subtle wood nuances. The sleek, round and seductive medium-bodied flavors 
possess lovely mid-palate density and richness, all wrapped in a very firmly structured, dusty and balanced finale that flashes the characteristic 
youthful austerity. (92-94)

2018 Charmes-Chambertin
(from Charmes proper). The level of new wood and menthol are borderline intrusive and while it does not dominate the underlying fruit of 
poached plum and cassis, it would be fair to say that it’s not subtle. The succulent and impressively concentrated flavors are almost viscous as 
well as highly seductive, all wrapped in bitter cherry pit-inflected, youthfully austere and beautifully long finish. This promising effort appears to 
have more than enough density to eventually absorb the wood treatment. (92-94)

2018 Latricières-Chambertin
(from a large 1.21 ha parcel). There is very good freshness to the ripe but cool aromas of red and dark raspberry, forest floor, spice and a whiff of 
wood. The intensely mineral-driven middle weight plus flavors pack impressive punch and a taut muscularity along with outstanding depth, 
precision and sneaky good length on the firm, austere and built-to-age finale. This refined effort is terrific and very Latricières in character. 
(92-95)

2018 Mazis-Chambertin
(from both Mazis Haut and Bas where the two parcels total a remarkable 1.20 ha). Once again there is just enough wood to point out along with 
hints of menthol, anise and the sauvage adding breadth to the ripe dark currant scents. As is usually the case, the larger-scaled flavors possess more 
size and weight if not the same refinement or minerality as the Latricières where the supporting tannins coat the palate on the grippy, serious and 
youthfully austere finale. This is very definitely and ‘buy and forget it somewhere deep in the cellar’ wine. (92-95)

2018 Chambertin-Clos de Bèze
(from a 1.29 ha parcel). An even spicier and wonderfully expansive nose reflects notes of anise, clove, lavender and violet that suffuse the red and 
dark pinot fruit scents. The mouthfeel of the big-bodied flavors possess a lovely sense of underlying tension along with good detail and a subtle 
minerality on the equally firm but somewhat less austere finale. This is slightly more complete and a wine of class and grace though make no 
mistake, if you wish to see it at its peak, a good deal of patience is advised. (93-96)

2018 Chambertin-Clos de Bèze – Les Ouvrées Rodin
(a selection of the oldest vines in one of their 3 parcels). Once again moderately prominent wood still allows the overtly spicy and floral-inflected 
dark currant, black cherry and discreet earth nuances to be appreciated. The mid-palate of the broad-shouldered flavors is pliant yet intense and 
muscular while the driving finish possesses breathtakingly good depth and persistence on the imposingly structured but not really rigid or unduly 
austere finale. This will live for decades and need at least 10 to 15 to be approachable with pleasure. (94-97)

2018 Corton-Clos des Cortons Faiveley
Moderate wood and menthol influences frame the intensely earthy and gamy aromas of both red and dark currant. There is excellent energy to the 
stony medium weight plus flavors that are at once succulent yet powerful where the latter carries over to the serious, firmly structured and mildly 
warm finish that goes on and on. This somewhat rustic effort is very Corton in basic character and a wine that’s going to require patience. (93-95)

2018 Musigny
(50% whole cluster vinification). Moderately prominent wood frames strikingly elegant purple fruit, in particular plum, along with a broad array 
of Asia tea, exotic spice and floral nuances. There is evident refinement to the pure and attractively vibrant medium weight plus flavors that 
possess superb mid-palate concentration, all wrapped in a firm, balanced and gorgeously lingering finale. A classic Musigny of velvet-wrapped 
power and grace. (94-97)
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2018 Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Lavaux Saint-Jacques

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Clos des Issarts
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2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges
Mingling aromas of wild berry fruits and orange rind with nuances of smoked meats and loamy soil, Faiveley's 2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 
Village derives from over three hectares of vineyards owned by the house. It's medium to full-bodied, supple and enveloping, with a rounded, 
charming personality that reveals none of the stereotypical Nuits asperity. (89-91)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles-Vignes
The 2018 Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes derives from fully 30 different widely distributed parcels and is thus very representative of the 
commune taken as a whole. Exhibiting aromas of sweet berry fruit, smoked meats, rich soil tones and black truffle, the wine is medium to 
full-bodied, supple and succulent, with a lively core of fruit, refined tannins and a sapid finish. (89-91)

2018 Chambolle-Musigny
The 2018 Chambolle-Musigny Village (Maison) is produced from purchased fruit, but Faiveley harvests the grapes themselves. Revealing 
lovely aromas of cherries, raspberries and forest floor, deftly framed by a judicious touch of new oak, the wine is medium to fullbodied, concen-
trated and appealingly sapid, with fine structuring tannins and succulent acids. (88-90)

2018 Volnay 1er Cru Frémiets
The 2018 Volnay 1er Cru Frémiets offers up an inviting bouquet of red berries, wild plums, spices and rich soil tones, followed by a medium to 
full-bodied, concentrated and elegantly proportioned palate, built around ripe acids and powdery, fine-grained tannins. From a 0.75-hectare 
parcel of old vines, this is a fine Frémiets in the making. (91-93)

2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Les Damodes
The 2018 Nuits Saint-Georges 1er Cru Les Damodes reveals lovely aromas of wild berries, peonies and sweet forest floor, framed by a discrete 
application of new oak. On the palate, the wine is medium to full-bodied and supple but precise, with fine tannins and a succulent core of 
crunchy berry fruit. This cool, high-altitude and northeast-exposed site has performed very well in this warm vintage. (91-93)+

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Clos des Issarts
There are 10 barrels of Domaine Faiveley's 2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Clos des Issarts Monopole, a lovely wine that opens in the glass 
to reveal aromas of cassis, smoked meats, dark chocolate and earthy forest floor. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, layered and concen-
trated, with a deep core of succulent fruit, rich and refined tannins and a sapid finish. (92-94)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Lavaux Saint-Jacques
The 2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Lavaux Saint-Jacques is showing very well, displaying notes of cassis, wild plums, smoke and rich sole 
tones, framed by classy new oak. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, ample and enveloping, with ripe acids, powdery tannins and a long, 
fleshy finish. Faiveley now owns just under one hectare in this prime premier cru. (92-94)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Les Cazetiers
Mingling aromas of sweet wild berries with rich bass notes of forest floor, spice and grilled squab, the 2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Les 
Cazetiers is medium to full-bodied, broad and concentrated, with rich structuring tannins, comparatively low acidity and a long, sapid finish. 
(92-94)

2018 Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru Les Amoureuses
The 2018 Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru Les Amoureuses bursts form the glass with a complex bouquet of wild berries, cherries, peony, 
cinnamon and smoke. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, lively and fine-boned, with powdery and refined structuring tannins, lively acids 
and a fragrant core of fruit. I'd rank Domaine Faively's Chambolle-Musigny premiers crus above this négociant cuvée, despite the pedigree of 
the site, but it is a pretty wine in the making. (90-93)

2018 Echezeaux En Orveaux Grand Cru
Vinified with some 20% whole cluster, Faiveley's 2018 Echézeaux En Orveaux Grand Cru bursts with aromas of wild berries, smoked meats, 
violets, spices, earthy soil tones and a subtle hint of leather. On the palate, it's full-bodied, velvety and enveloping, with attractive energy and 
structural polish, concluding with a perfumed and delicately sauvage finish. (91-93)

2018 Clos-de-Vougeot Grand Cru
The 2018 Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru is performing very well, wafting from the glass with a deep-pitched bouquet of cassis, wild berries, 
incense, rich soil tones and woodsmoke. On the palate, the wine is full-bodied, layered and broad-shouldered, with a deep and layered core, rich 
structuring tannins and ripe but succulent acids. Long and sapid, this is another excellent Clos Vougeot from Faiveley, and this cuvée seems to 
go from strength to strength every year. (93-95)
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2018 Latricières-Chambertin Grand Cru
Aromas of cassis, wild berries, blood orange and coniferous forest floor introduce the 2018 Latricières-Chambertin Grand Cru, a full-bodied, 
immensely refined wine that's built around powdery tannins and a bright spine of acidity. Long and perfumed, this is a superb bottle in the 
making that will reward bottle age. (94-96)

2018 Mazis-Chambertin Grand Cru
More reserved than the Charmes and Latricières, the 2018 Mazis-Chambertin Grand Cru opens in the glass with a brooding bouquet of cassis, 
wild berries, smoked meats, rich soil tones, licorice and caramelized orange. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, deep and introverted, 
with an ample endowment of fine, powdery tannins and lively underpinning acids. I'm looking forward to revisiting this from bottle. (92-94)+

2018 Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru
The 2018 Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru is another of the portfolio's high-points this year, bursting with aromas of wild berries, orange rind, 
incense and smoked meats. On the palate, it's full-bodied, fleshy and textural, with old-vine concentration, broad shoulders and a long finish. 
While this is a muscular, serious Charmes, it's also very elegantly rendered. (93-95)

2018 Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru
The 2018 Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru soars from the glass with a rich bouquet of cassis, dark berries, baking chocolate, woodsmoke, 
loamy soil, licorice and grilled game. On the palate, it's full-bodied, rich and concentrated, with terrific energy and structural refinement despite 
the wine's texture and volume and a long, saline finish. (94-96)

2018 Corton Clos des Cortons Faiveley Grand Cru
Aromas of wild berries, dark chocolate, grilled squab, warm spices and forest floor introduce the 2018 Corton Grand Cru Clos des Cortons 
Faiveley, a medium to full-bodied, youthfully reserved wine that's deep, lively and concentrated, concluding with a long and beautifully defined 
finish. This is another terrific rendition of Faiveley's emblematic grand cru in the making. (93-95)+

2018 Musigny Grand Cru
There's an almost unprecedented 400 bottles of Faiveley's 2018 Musigny Grand Cru this year, a tiny cuvée that was vinified with 50% whole 
cluster. Soaring from the glass with a profound bouquet of cherries, wild berries, peonies, incense and licorice, the wine is fullbodied, layered 
and multidimensional, with superb balance and a long, resonant finish. This is one wine that has entirely sublimated the sun-kissed sweetness 
that defines the vintage, the terroir effortlessly dominating the year. (95-97)

2018 Ladoix
The 2018 Ladoix Blanc reveals attractive aromas of crisp green apple, white flowers and warm bread, followed by a medium to full-bodied, 
chalky and tensile palate that's lively and finely balanced, typical of the mineral-driven white wines of this sector. (89)

2018 Meursault 1er Cru Blagny
The 2018 Meursault 1er Cru Blagny (Maison) exhibits aromas of citrus oil, crisp green pear and white flowers, followed by a medium to full-bo-
died, supple and charming palate that's elegantly textural and rounded, concluding with an enlivening mineral finish. (90-92)

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru La Garenne
Aromas of Anjou pear, white flowers, fresh peach and warm pastry introduce the 2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru La Garenne, a medium to 
full-bodied ample and enveloping wine, with a textural attack that segues into a core of succulent fruit underpinned by lively acids. This has 
turned out well. (91-93)+

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Champ Gain
A fine follow-up to the excellent 2017, Faiveley's 2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Champ Gain mingles aromas of crisp orchard fruit and 
orange oil with nuances of nutmeg and pastry cream in an incipiently complex bouquet. Medium to full-bodied, supple and satiny, it's lively and 
precise, with a chalky finish. (92-94)

2018 Bienvenues-Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru
Wafting from the glass with notes of fresh peach, pear, lemon curd, nougat and white flowers, Faiveley's 2017 Bienvenues-Bâtard-Montrachet 
Grand Cru is full-bodied, fleshy and layered, with a textural attack, fine depth at the core and a chalky, nicely defined finish. (92-94)

2018 Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru
Bursting from the glass with aromas of citrus oil, fresh pear, dried flowers, toasted nuts and fresh pastry, Faiveley's 2018 Corton-Charlemagne 
Grand Cru is medium to full-bodied, lively and incisive, with good concentration and chalky structuring extract, concluding with a long, precise 
and mineral finish. (93-95)
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2018 Mercurey La Framboisière
Delicious, pure red fruits, very precise, good freshness, no lack of acidity. Ready to drink. This wine had just been 
bottled. (90/A)

2018 Mercurey 1er Cru Clos des Myglands
Richer, slightly riper than the Framboisière, red currant fruit, round. (89-92)

2018 Chambolle-Musigny (Joseph Faiveley)
Purchased grapes. Finesse, a little reduction in the mouth, smooth, calm, elegant despite richness. Silky texture. 
(89-91)

2018 Beaune 1er Cru Clos de l’Écu
Some reduction in nose. Medium-light, dark fruits, not the definition or sensuality of the previous wines. Dry terroir 
in a dry vintage, not the desired combination. (86-88)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes
Quite ripe, but medium-light on palate, floral red fruits, some calmness. Can drink early, but there are tannins on the 
finish which will support aging. Moderate acidity, but tastes balanced. Vine age averages 46-47 years. Most of the 
vines are from the Dupont-Tisserandot purchase a few years ago. (87-89)

2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Les Damodes
Floral, spicy nose. Medium-light in mouth, spicy, dark fruits, elegant. Good freshness. Some licorice aspects in the 
mouth. (91-93)

2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Les Saint-Georges (Joseph Faiveley)
White flowers in the nose. Rich but light on palate, red fruits, round, still quite primary — should improve with more 
time. This wine usually is under the Domaine Faiveley label, but in 2018 some purchased fruit was included, no doubt 
due to reduced volume from the hail that affected the southern parts of the Nuits-Saint-Georges appellation. (90-93)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Clos des Issarts
This wine is the assemblage of both the upper and lower portions of the vineyard. The lower portion was replanted in 
2005. Spicy dark fruits in nose. Medium-weight, still has some tension, although less than in most vintages, dark fruit, 
minerality. 14º, but don’t feel the alcohol. As always, this wine bears a distinct resemblance to Ruchottes-Chambertin, 
which is the vineyard immediately south of the Clos des Issarts. (90-93)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Lavaux Saint-Jacques
Typical stony dark nose. Smooth texture, stony dark fruits, a touch of licorice, still some energy. Good 
Lavaux-Saint-Jacques for the vintage, showing typicality of the vineyard, which is not the case for all wines from that 
vineyard in this vintage. (91-94)

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Les Cazetiers
Floral nose. Medium-weight, sappy dark fruits, light on palate, long. Good example of Cazetiers. (92-94)
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2018 Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru Les Amoureuses (Joseph Faiveley)
Very rich in texture, red fruits, a little confected - see again, may be better (or worse?). 25 hl/ha, thus very ripe. 25% 
whole clusters. Purchased grapes. (91-93?)

2018 Echézeaux En Orveaux Grand Cru
Rich, some sucrosity here; it should disappear with aging. Red fruits, spices, some tannin. A terroir that so far has 
benefitted from warming. About 20% whole clusters. (92-94)

2018 Clos-de-Vougeot Grand Cru
Elegant for Clos de Vougeot, but good density, spicy raspberry fruit, good acidity, a touch of sucrosity that should 
disappear with time. Not heavy. (93-95)

2018 Latricières-Chambertin Grand Cru
Very good energy, red currant fruit, clear, pure. Good excitement — this cool climate did well in 2018. (93-95)

2018 Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru
Pure dark fruit nose with a bit of animality in both nose and mouth. Very pure and very precise. Good length, 
excellent balance and freshness. Looking like a great wine. (96-98)

2018 Corton Clos des Cortons Faiveley Grand Cru
Dark fruits, density of texture, richness, good complexity. Long, harmonious. Very good aging potential because of 
balance. (94-96)

2018 Ladoix
In stainless steel now, will probably bottle in December. Mineral nose. In mouth, mineral, medium-weight, good 
complexity, nice freshness. From vines replanted only about five years ago, and yet another case showing that very 
young vines can do well in general, and even in this hot vintage. (88-90)

2018 Meursault 1er Cru Blagny (Joseph Faiveley)
Good freshness and minerality, not heavy or rich, but still hasn’t completely integrated. Good potential here. (91-93)

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Champ Gain
Not rich, good minerality, salinity, good nervosity. (92-94)

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru La Garenne (Joseph Faiveley)
Apricot nose. In mouth, apricot fruit, mineral, medium-full, good length and freshness, very seductive. This wine is 
a from a combination of Faiveley’s own grapes and other grapes that it purchased. (92-95)

2018 Bienvenues-Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru
Peach aroma and flavor, nice finesse, not heavy. Enough acidity but not an acidic wine. (93-96)

2018 Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru
Great depth, pure, some peach. Perhaps more forward than usual at this stage, but so enticing. (93-96)



Erwan on 2018: “2018 is a very particular vintage due to the heat. Early harvested - and it needed to be harvested quickly - the 
tendance is shorter and shorter harvest times – we used to take 3 weeks. In 2018 all three côtes’ harvests began at the same time 
– up to 14.8° (in chambolle). It’s a très grand vintage for the reds, they are extraordinary, the whites are not to the same level, 
lacking a little depth, and the yield will have contributed to that. The reds didn’t have a large volume, indeed the Mercurey of the 
Côte Chalonnaise was very concentrated this year.”

2018 Marsannay Les Echezeaux
Some coffee oak on the nose. Supple, great depth of flavour, inflected by the same coffee oak but I have to say, 
delicious all the same.

2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Les Damodes
Lovely fresh floral top note. Full, excellent dimension of flavour – supple, wide. Ooh, that’s a great Nuits!

2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Aux Chaignots
Less aromatic impact but there’s a nicely open fruit here – its inviting. More freshness and energy, super finishing.

2018 Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru Les Saint-Georges
More complexity but plenty of herb in there too. More mouth-filling, more composed, a little extra intensity and 
finishing richness, but not the deliciousness of the Damodes today.

2018 Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru Aux Beaux Bruns
A little reduction here. Big, fresh – lovely cool fruit in the mouth – the freshest and most open so far. This is super!

2018 Chambolle-Musigny 1er Cru Les Charmes
A contract for grapes since 2011, do a lot of the work here too. A little wc in this Hmm, thats fresh and floral – the best 
Charmes nose this year so far. Lots of volume, supersilky cool fruit, some finishing bitters but this is excellent.

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Combe aux Moines
A tighter nose, but there’s a concentration at the core. Volume, great texture, a little alcohol but lots of flavour com-
plexity. Long finishing.

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Clos des Issarts
That’s a more penetrating and open ripe fruit, nothing excessive. Softer, some oak in the mix. Not the overt greatness 
of 2016.

2018 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Les Cazetiers
4 hectares! All is assembled before barreling. A little reductive. Open, a little muscular, fine texture, but the flavour is 
strongly affected by the oak today.

2018 Echezeaux En Orveaux Grand Cru
“Starting with 2015 we’ll begin to follow the trend to emphasise the name of the plot. I think we have one of the best 
plots, touching Prieur’s Musigny.” Here in the valley it’s like a half-pipe! More modest volume of aroma, but very 
fine. Ooh, thats great – volume, complexity, energy too. Great length too!

2018 Clos-de-Vougeot Grand Cru
3 parcels – of the 2 gates, one is right in the middle Here is some floral perfume. Driving, fresh, open oaked, certainly 
a little austere but I like the shape here.

The 2018 Vintage chez Faiveley by Bill Nanson (1/2)
November 2019
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2018 Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru
A nose with some compact depth. Nice on the mouth, some reductive oak, long. Another very good Charmes this 
year.

2018 Latricières-Chambertin Grand Cru
A little extra width of freshness. A supple entry for a wide cool fruit, touched by a fine, ripe, tannin. The prettiest 
finishing wine of these. This will be great.

2018 Mazis-Chambertin Grand Cru
Quite perfumed. Big in the mouth with the freshness of cool fruit and just a little finer tannin again. I prefer the finish 
of the last and start of this, but both are great.

2018 Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru
Three parcels, the old vine for Rodin, and the two parcels that are assembled – a part is being replanted – old vines 
but not great vines so goodbye to them. ‘There’s an extra richness here that I think comes from elimination these 
vines.’ A narrower nose but one of class. Ultra-fine texture, great through the middle and into the finish. Bravo!

2018 Corton Clos des Cortons Faiveley Grand Cru
‘You have to enjoy a robust wine but it’s not dry or tannic, it’s round and a little animal’ A smaller nose but of fine 
fresh red fruit. A completely different shape, also great texture; faintly velvet, round and rich – without being too 
round and rich! Super, super, finishing – such great flavour – really great!

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Les Referts
A volume of aroma, almost a Vosne style of complexity. Nice drive and freshness – super balance – interesting that 
in previous vintages I always though that Faiveley could do with more freshness in their whites. But in 18 it seems 
to be here.

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru La Garenne
More width, almost a little spice. Drive again, more mineral, beautiful mouthwatering citrus, great finishing. Bravo!

2018 Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Champ Gain
Fresh, but it’s a much more compact nose. Mineral, open, lovely energy. Super wine.

2018 Bienvenues-Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru
More floral, faintly reductive. Super, driving, mineral in the mouth, with some fat.

2018 Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru
Planted at same time as last, long rows, one half is Bâtard the other half of the rows are Bienvenues. A compact nose, 
a little mineral vibration. A little roundness, clarity of fruit, long, oaked needs more elevage (or different barrel mix) 
to better express itself.

2018 Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru
From Rognets just above Clos des Cortons, 4 parcels of different ages. Almost a hectare, but each parcel is so diffe-
rent to the others. ‘It’s almost bizarre, right in the middle we have sand.’ Here’s a little extra energy and fruit too. 
Full, complex, great energy. Some oak, but grand vin as always here!
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Julien on 2018:
“2018 was was was a year that seemed to go fast in vines; it started late but then the growth was unbelie-
vably fast – flowering was done in 3 days – after 11 years here I’ve never seen anything close to that. But 
the consistency that came from that was really impressive – we were already harvesting 27 August despite 
the late start of the vines. It all came so fast, the ripening coming so fast, and racking of the 2017s before 
– we were already tired before the harvest started. It’s certainly a very ripe vintage but we hope not too ripe, 
still looking for freshness of fruit in the villages though of-course something that has value to cellar in the 
1er crus. In 2018 we had a good white harvest, but reds were still slightly low. “Mercurey is a later harves-
ting area vs the Côte de Beaune. The challenge was to pick ripe but not too rich for the whites. Maybe it’s 
the most diverse terroirs of Burgundy.”

2018 Mercurey Vieilles-Vignes
27 hectares of villages here, this an assembly of most parcels of the right age. That’s a lovely depth of aroma – fresh but ripe. Wide, 
vibrant, lovely energy there is a little tannin but no astringency, nothing hard. The mid-palate flavour is wide and delicious – maybe even 
better in 6 months but here is top value. Bravo.

2018 Mercurey Framboisière
A nice monopole as it’s 11 hectares close to the village of Fontaines, two parcels are practically north facing – very interesting in the hot 
years says Julien. 25% wc and new oak – a mix of coopers. Silkier, more power, less direct purity of fruit. Ooh – fresh, wide, gorgeous, 
slightly saline,
mouth-watering. Great, great villages! Bravo!

2018 Mercurey 1er Clos Myglands
Only 100m from the plot of Framboisière but a different world. A more serious nose, more depth, still an impression of textural silk to 
the nose. Supple, more depth and concentration, layered and complexly mouth-watering. Lovely mouthwatering flavour – not losing 
much freshness but at the same time a large step up in flavour delivery – not the same level of deliciousness As the Framboisière – but 
not far away. Bravo!

2018 Mercurey 1er Clos du Roy
Much whiter soil, it’s planted to red but Julien thinks it could be great terrior for whites. Hmm, a wide nose, wider than the Myglands 
and with an extra floral note. Fresher, fuller, the energy recalls more the Framboisière. Super energy, perfumed flavour – and freshness 
– this wine dances over the palate – bravo!

2018 Mercurey 1er Clos du Roy - Cuvée La Favorite
Ever since 2009 Julien has seen an area in the Clos du Roy that he thinks superior with a very fine selection of pinot noir – only 2 barrels 
– no thermoregulation on wooden tanks – old-style production vs the others, 6 barrels to start but only 3 commercilaised, 50% wc and 
50% new wood. A certain weight, also a certain spice – not direct whole-cluster but it’s there. A grain of tannin in the base, but no astrin-
gemcy. More mouth-filling volume, the oak flavour perceptible here, really fine depth and a weight of finishing flavour not visible in 
the other wines, slightly saline too. You can drink this now, there are no hard edges and it is delicious, but it is such a baby!

2018 Montagny blanc
All from same hillside. Cold stabilized, 20% new wood A sherbert, richer fruit but some freshness too. A hint of gas. Drive, mineral 
freshness. Long and tasty – this moves fine over the palate – it’s fresh, not too much weight and very easy to take a second glass. Tasty 
wine.

2018 Rully
High on the hill though not much slope – was a lot of pinot here but without much character so replanted to white. Hmm – a little oak 
toast on the nose. But bright, intense, beautifully textured and coolfruited. Long finishing, more serious wine after the Montagny and 
will benefit from an extra 6 months – which it will anyway have as it’s not yet bottled! Excellent.

2018 Mercurey Clos Rochette
50% oak elevage, half of that new. Monopole, also neighbouring Framboisière. The bottom of the slope is a little richer soil and it’s this 
part that mainly sees some barrel elevage. Rounder, a little richer, yellow citrus, more modest (aromatic) energy. Fresh, mineral, then 
growing in width of beautiful texture, growing and growing in complexity. Ooh, every second I spend with this I like it more – isn’t that 
what wine is about? Captivating!
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